THROUGH THE BRAIN

Determined Suioide of Mrs. Charles
H. Lombard Last Night.

CRUSE OF THE ACT R MYSTERY

[ ]

Susplolons of Domesntioc Trouble—Iler
Fathor Also Killled ¥imsolf—The
Husband Prostratod.

#The Hill,"" a boarding-house, which ia
regardod as the faslilonable resort of the
elite and woalthy of Portland, was lnst
avening tho scene of one of the mout sensa-
tional tragedios thit has over occurred in
this city. Mrs. Charles H. Lombard, wife
of a prominont and wealthy renl catato
broker, played the principal part. She
sont a bullot crashing tkrough her head.
Hor body now lies in the luxurious apart-
menis she and her husband occupied in
the Hill houso.

THE 8TIOIDE.

About 8:30 o'clock the people living on
tho third floor of the house were startled
by a pistol shot. Immediately after Mr.
Lowbard was seen to rush from his roomn
and heard to give a ery of alarm. Mr. D.
P. Thompson, who las & roon on that
floor, ran into Mr. Lombard’s room. That
gentleman was noarly distencted, and
pointed into a rear room. Mr. Thompson
ontered and found Mrs. Lombnrd lying
with a large hole in her left temple. Sheo
wns gasping whon Mr, Thompson stooped
down aiul 1ook from her right hand o 38-
caliber piatol, which was still smoking. Ho
raisatd her head geutly, and after one or
h\;c:‘ spaainodic struggles Mri. Lombard

ed.
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The womnn, from all indientions, had
securecd her hushnnd’s revolver, sentwd hor-
sclf upon the floor, and after arranging hor
clotlies delicately ahout Lier porson, placed
thha muzzle of the piatol to lier loft lmm‘wla
and et o bullet through her brain. The
ball passed clear through the heud and
lodiged in a transom.

She was dressed in evening attire, nnd
wore conslderable jewulry. When Mr.,
Thompaon saw her she was lying grace-
fully upon her right side.

A¥TER THE TRAGEDY.

The news soon apread all over the housc,
and friends rushed to Mrs. Lombard's
room, anxious to render any aesiotance re-
quired. But there wus tio nced for thelr
gervices. Tho unfortunnte lndy was bee
yondd all hluman wid,. Tho body wns ten-
dorly raised and placed upon the bed in
the room. Then a physicinn wne called,
hut he eould not de other than pronoinee
her dead, The coroner took charge ~f the
Ly, but permitted it to lie in the room in
which tho wragedy oceurred.

Mr. Lombard was pormitied to acelude
himaelf aud only his mont imimate frienls
were nllowed to enter his room to offor
himi consolation. He was completely
hroken down, and the only statemont that
he offerel] was ta the effeat that he was in
tho front part .of his suite of rocms and
his wife was in the rear,. when suddenly
he heard the report of a plstol, and rush-
Ing back, saw his wife lylnyg upon. the floor.
He ran into the hallway crying for assist-
ance.

WHAT WASB THR COAUSE.

Mr. and Mrs. Lombard were married a
little aver a year ago In Seattle. Returning
o this city, they . shortly altorwards took
up their rosidence nt the HIll hovee, anil
hove lived theresince.: Mra, Lombard was
quite an attractive lady and mndemany
{rionds amouyg those with whom she asso-
clated, hut she wus apparently of n moroue
diuposition and i:dverse to mingling in out-
s'de socioty. This was often remarked,
but all inducements offered. her 1o take
purt in entertainments aud socinl events
woro delivately rejected., She senamed con-
tent to saloly enjoy her' husbands anciety,
and the two were rognrded as A most haphy

pair,
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A few dnvs ago ono of Mm. Lombard’s
Indy friends apoke of Ler not.looking well,
but she said thnt sho was in the bost of
health and spirite. So no further atten-
sinn wne paid to hor physleal appearance.
Youterday when dinner was announced
at the Hill house, Mr. Lombard came down
aceompnnied by hiv mother. He said

nothing regarding his wife, and no. quew.

tlans were naked. Little attention , was
paid to the incldent until after the sad
trugady ocecurrei. Thon were suspieionn
of domestic troubla arousced, Nothing of

. a gonvineing nature Lo thiv effect conld bhe

mentionod, bit several peoplo succeeiled
in reenlling littlo incldents that applicd to
the cnse., If thera wns really any -suech
diffieulty it will probably never be made
wublie, for the matter is n soacrerll one,
cnown at the time only 10 two, {ne of
thesoe in eold in deay. TThe other will re-
apoct the dead and keep his wecret,
Intimate friends of tho famiiy elaim
that thils was not the cause of 2lra. lom-
burd’s suleide, although they aro nawnle
offer any cxplunations In [act, thay do
not wish to intrndo in any way upon tho
society of tho affectod household, in order
to gratify cn-iosity, but are content to
nurse Lheir sorrow for tho trugomdy that

braught to anend » beloved friend and

' neighbor.

HER FATHIR XILLED BIMBELI
Mrs. Lombard’s maiden name wans Eliza-
both Marsiinll, She wns a. daughter of
James Marahall, a wealithy. Seattle citizen,

' wlio committed sulcide n fow years- agn,

Trom himi she Inherited considerable
property and was regarded as being
wealthy., While quito ynuny she made n
maiteimoninl ventire which praved to he
unanccesaftil.  She obtained o divoree aml
bad permigsim granted by the court 1o roe-
gurne lier maiden name.  She has but one
nenr rolative, a sister, living in San Jose,
Cal.

M. Lombard is s well=known real estnte
and maney broker, whose offlee 18 in the
Concotdd bullding.  He is rerarded as being
quite weul'hy nwml stande high in business
and Nuancinl eireles,

Coroner lolmut will hold en inguost
aver the remninsg todlny.
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