Edward Crafts Hopson.

A Biographical Sketeh rvead before the
Vermont Historical Society, January 25,
1865, by Henry Clark, Esq.of Poultney.

As it has been the purpose and objects of
the Vermont Historical Soclety to gather
from the records of the past the materials
from which to write the biographies of the
men who endured the toils and hardships
attendant upon the struggle which made
our beloved State an independent sover-
eignty, and our country a nation of free-
men: equally should it be our love and care
to gather up the memorials of the services
of the noble men who, in this national trial,
have freely poured out thejr heart’s blood,
and offered their lives a willing sacrifice
upon their country’s altar, in defence of
the institutions, government, and flag which
were bequeathed them by their fathers, as
the richest legacy ever bestowed by one
generation upon anotherin the annals of
| the world’s history. The halls of legisla~
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which are of especial importance and inte-
rest in his life and character,

Edward Crafts Hopson, son of the Rev.
Oliver and Mrs, Caroline Hopson was born
in Naugatuck, Conn., on.the 18th day of
June, 1842, At an early age he had a severe
attack of congestion of the brain, and his
life was despaired of. On his recovery a
clerical friend of his father remarked: “He
is spared for some good purpose.” In 1847
his father removed to Poultney, Vt., to as-
sume the rectorship of St. John’s Church.

Born into a christian household, and un-
til his eightennth year surrounded by the
most affectionate and religious iufluences
of a noble christian home, and with a warm
watchful and educating love, I was wont to-
notice him as an active and intelligent lad,

with something of peculiar manliness and

sensibility blended im his face, indicating an
ardent character that would make its mark
somewhere if his life should be prolonged.
He was always respectful in his demeanor—
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the world’s history. The halls of legisla~
tion, the walks of science, of literature, of
christianity, of law, of the student of every
life-vocation, have been deprived forever of
some of their brightest stars,by the zeal
which thrilled their noble spirits to defend
their country. It is fitting that we enter
their names upon the page which is to
make the future of our republic one of
the brightest which has yet been written.
It is not those ‘only in high rank that
should be borne in remembrance; their
names are cherished somewhere; and the
poorest and most obscure private in the
ranks has some one to mourn his death,
and to treasure his name as a connecting
link with its own submissive grief,

“There's not a heart, however cast
By grief and sorrow down,

But hath some memory of the Past
To love and call its own.”
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cheerful a.nd hopeful in spirit—and devoted
to his home. He was modest and retiring
even to a fault. He wasready to be in-
structed, eager to embrace and hold fast the
truth, desirous, beyond most lads of his
age, of study, especially of history, and
made himself thoroughly familiar with the
Crimerian War, Few were his equals in
the knowledge of general history, and cur-
rent events, and he ever exhibited the pur-
pose to make his life a noble and useful one
by securing the peace, and advancing the
welfare of others around him. He puritued
his preparatory studies forentrance to col-
lege under the instruction of his father :\nd
brother the Rev. Geo. B. Hopson, and «'n-
tered Trinity College at Hartford Conne c-
ticut (his father’s Alma Mater) in the fall Of
1860. He faithfully prosecuted his course’
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for two years, and had entered upon his




While flowers may come and fade, while
the beauties of the world will charm and
dazzle and then pass away, the soldier that
has fallen for his country shall live in
grateful hearts, his deeds will be wrapped
in the flag he followed into battle, they will
grow more splendent as the fruits of his
own battle field are gathered into the great
garner of his country’s glory. They have
fallen heroically, bearing the battle flag of
the free through the c¢reat conflict for hu-
manity. They will not return from the
wars. They sleep on the fields of their
glory, and the memoties of these buried
heroes always crowd uponus. When we go
about our business; when we sleep an
hour in pleasant quiet; when we enter the

sanctuary of God; thoughts of the thou-ﬂ

sands of martyrs for our liberty now sleep-
ing their long sleep upon the fields of death
crowd upon our souls, because we know it
was they who saved us.
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junior year. As a student he developed
and matured those characteristics which
bad marked his boyhood,, and his stan

was that of second in his class. At 8
period of his course the call for men to en-

ter the army became urgent, and he be-
lieved it his duty to enter the ranks, and
consequently pro®ured the consent of his
parents and of the president of the college.
He enlisted August 6th, 1862 in Company
D, 19th ‘Connecticut Volunteers—which
regiment was changed in December 1860 to
the Connecticut Heavy Artillery. Several
of his college companions enlisted in the
same Regiment.

He suspended his eollegiate course to en-
ter the army, in the most patriotic :and un-
selfish spirit, relinquishing compani«nships
dear to him,and prospects that were bright,
for the public service with its trials' and
perils, expecting to meet Sardships, b 1t de-
termined to endure them as a faithful sol-
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With these feelings I have thought prop-
er to present on this occasion, the memo-
rial of one who, though but a youth, was a
man in purposes, one who although not a
native of Vermont, and the member of a
Connecticut Regiment, yet has spent the
most of his life amid our green hills, and
has exhibited in every period of his life,
that he had studied our history and imbib-
ed the spirit of heroism which has ever
marked the lives of the men of Vermont.
Therefore we would rehearse the story of
heroic life and character, and lay our offer-
ing on the grave, which will remain, it is
probable, unrecognized of men until the
morning of the resurrection.

I attempt no elaborate eulogy of him. His
qwn lips would be the first (if they could
speak) to forbidsuch an enterprise. I wish
only to minute briefly a few of the facts
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ished memories—to bid adieu to a lond
father, a devoted mother, and loved broth-
ers and sisters—leave a home of c.mfoit,—
forego the honors of college, and its sweet
associations for the tented field. Nothing
but the sacred devotion to duty could have
inducéd him to take his life in his hand,
and go forth in defence of the government. |
Methinks I see him present himself before
the honored President of the college, and
lay the consent of his parents before him
asking in a modest unassuming manner
that he might have a leave of absence, and _!
for what? For the pnrposes of pleasure.
and amusement ? For the love of adventure ?*
To follow his companions to the halls of
merriment and gayety? No! not all these,

but that he might save his eonntr{ , that he
might defend the principles which were-
given him in the lives and sacrifices of so j
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ancestors, There is much of sublimity in
this scene, and we are not surprised at the
reply he received. The President, firmly
convinced of his unalloyed patriotism, and
the earnestness exhibited, not only granted

his request, but kept his class open to him 4

for a year, for his Teturn to it if he should
have opportunity,

He served with Lis regiment on guard
duty in the defences of Washington, for
more than a year, being stationed at Forts
Worfh, Lyons, and Williams. On the 19th
of May the regiment left to join General
Grant in his active campaign against Rich-
mond, and from that date to the battle of
Cedar Creck his regiment endured a very
trying series of marches and battles, moving
from Fredericksburgh to the fearful contest
at Cold Harbor, thence to Petersburgh and
the Weldon Rail Road, and from thence or-
dered back to the defences of Washington
from the attack of the raiders upon Fort
Stevens, and finally were assigned to the
6th Corps to reenforce General Sheridan in
the Valley of the Shenandoah. The regi-

mate trust. It is suflicient to say that
through all. his letters, a generous, loyal,
noble soul is frankly shown,

Soon after the formation of the colored
regiments he evinced a laudable desire go
have a commission in a colored company,
and I believe he did not seek this position.
for its mere honor,—for the field was open
to him in other directions for usefulness—
but that he might not only teach them the
duties of a soldier, but perform a higher
and holier mission to the unfortunate men
whom he should seek to elevate. I think
he felta christian duty in this regard. High,
noble, and holy were his purposes and his
aims, but he fell ere his purpose was accom-

»lished.
He communicated his views and wishes

to arelative in whom he had the greatest
lov'e and confidence. This friend endeav-
ore to dissuade him by the argument that
it wes not a position he ought to assume.—
His reply is one which showed his consci-
entious determination to follow in the path

duty se emed to dictate.




ment was also at the battle of Winchester,
Fisher Mountain and Strasburgh, “winning
universal commendation for courage and
good conduet, but losing fearfully in num-
bers.”

I may be allowed an extract from a letter
addressed to his mother, dated “Near
Gaines’ Mills, June 4th, 1864,” which speaks
80 beautifully of his dependence upon God,
and of his submission to the orderings of
Providence whatever they mxght be. He
says: ‘

#God be praised! We are thug far suc-
cessful, and through the mercy of God I
am thus far uninjured, allhough I have had
som narrow escapes, and the regiment has
been badly cut up.

We came up last Wednesday by a forced
march from near Mechanicsvillee That
evening the 6th corps was ordered to charge
the enemy’s breastworks. Our regiment

had to cross an open field, on the other side
of which at the edge of a thick forest was

their first line of breastworks, and farther
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He says: “Can it be that you seriously
dissuade me from gee.'’dng an office ina
colored regiment because the enemy hate
and ill-treat those officers ? thus recom-
mending rae to follow the dicta'tes of plain,
unvarnished  cowardice ¢ Rath er a cool
proposition to make to a soldier, YOu say
these officers are disliked by a larg’e and
powerful party at the North. What p. Ity ?
There is none which dislikes them exc'ept
the Copperhead party, and do you serious 1y
wish me to truckle to them, and shape m;,”
conduct according to their wishes? * * ¥ [
am going right ahead, and use a'l honora-
ble efforts to obtain the position which I
desire. If I succeed I shall feel that I am
in a high and honorable position, ranking
as an officér of the United States regular
army, and commanding faithful and obedi-

“ent United States soldiers. And if in the

discharge of my duties as a United States
officer,I am either murdered by Southern
traitors or disabled by Northern traitors so
mote it be.””




on, through the wood was a second line.—
With the help of God we went over both,
but some regiments on our left gave way
without our knowlede, and a body of the
enemy crept up and suddenly poured in a
raking fire along the ditch, startling us at
first, as we supposed thie battle was over
and that the enemy had retreated. We
soon drew up and returned the fire, and
then getting into some convenient rifle
pits fought forseveral hours when the firing
ceased on both sides, and the’ most of us
fell asleep from exhaustio.', having marched
and fought since the midnight previous. * *
* % * Col. Kellogg of our regiment i
killed. Major Ells is wounded, something
like a hundred men are killed, and from
three to four hundred wounded and missing.
* % ¥% % ¥ Jprayed earnestly that I
might be enab’led to do my duty faithfully,
and I believe my prayer was answered.”

In conclusion he says: “Do not be at all
disturbed or alarmed about me. I lope,
pray and believe that Willie and I will both
be restored to our family and friendsin a
peaceful and united country. At auny rate

T helieave T am whera T ancht ta ha T am

He concludes as follows :

“If I should feel it my duty to act con-
trary to your wishes, and opinions, I hope
you will not judge me too harshly; but I
cannot be convinced by your arguments,
and the more I reflect upon the subject the
more it seems to me that duty, honor and

self-interest all point one way,”

. Noble sentiments, heroically uttered! I
have no doubt he felt in his heart, that in
this sphere he could help to educate and
evangelize some portion of the black race,
whom he saw reaching forth for the bless-
ings of Christianity and Liberty. And
what a field lay before him for the full ex-
ercise of his christian philanthropy and
love, to expend its material a~i personal
power. He, too, fully appreciated the work
to be done to educate the negro, and the
demand for self-denying effort in this new
field of missionary work. He, too, was
susceptible to the moral forces which are
giving new life to moral sympathy now
deeply throbbing in the great heart of the
nation in behalf of the rights of a long
enslaved nation, .

]
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I believe T am where I oqgﬁt to be. I am

in the hands of the Lord. Whether I live

o. die it is well.”

This extrict shows the earnest sincerity
of his christian life; the thoughtfulness
and the manly modesty which were com-
bined. in this young ardent and affectionate
disciple.

It is not fitting to multiply extracts from
his correspondence ; it would seem to trench
almost too rudely on the privacy of his
heart, to open further to the general e:ir
the wor-3 he was accustomed to write in
s the fulness of the tendcrest and most inti -
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But his hopes were suddenly qut off ere
their full accomplishment. He fell at his
post, early in the morning of the great bat-
tle of Sheridan, on the 19th of October last
—shot through the head, and died instant-
ly. Onthe same day an order came for his
discharge that he might accept a commis-
sion as Lieutenant in the 10th Regiment of
U. S. colored troops.

Witha character like his, resolute, prompt,
full of enthusiasm, and thoroughly con-
vinced of the essentially base and infamous
character of the rebellion organized against
our government; persuaded, too, of the

T :
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vast importance to the country and the
world of the principles and institutions on
whose behalf the nation was contending—

it was only natural for one of his conscien-

tious and frank nature to make his life the
pledge of his affection for his country and
her liberties,

A letter from his beloved friend and col-
lege tutor will better give you an estimate
which I will read in place of any further
description of my own.

Head Quarters 10th U, 8. Colored Troops,
City Point, Va., Nov. 8th, 1864.

REV., MR, AND MRs. Horsox:—Dear
Friends:—The sad news of the death of
your son Edward has just reached me, and
though I am a stranger to you I have taken
the liberty engendered by a, long- and inti-
mate friendship for him who is now no
more, to send you a few thoughts and ask
that I may mingle my tears with yours in
memory of the dear boy who has nobly of-
fered his all, the sacrifice of a pure and ear-
nest life upon his country’s altar, and who
now, we feel, is reaping the rewards of that
| devotion among the loved ones above.

I am, my dear sir and madam, very truly

and respectfully yours,
Taeo. C. GLAZIER,
1st Lt, and Adj’i 10th U. 8. C. T.

The Rev, Dr. Lewis of Watertown, Conn.,
whose son was the captaln of the 2d Conn.
Artillery, says :—“My son speaks of Edward
as a most excellent soldier and man. In
the long marches, when comrades were giv-
ing out through fatigue, he would often be
seen laden with the musket sof four or five
of them, his physical strength and endur-
ance being wonderful.”

This is a beautiful instance of his readi-
ness and willingness to assist his brother
soldiers, as well as exhibiting his endurance
and hardships. Both letters indicate, as in-
deed we already know, that his diligence,
fidelity and patriotic zeal, his kindness,
manliness and christian self-possession, his
cheerfulness and couwrage commended him
from the first to the favorable, and even af-
fectionate regards of his officers. He was
just as earnest and thorough a Christian in
the camp as at home. Temptation to the
customary vices of the camp never seemed




My intimacy with Edward embraces a
period covering our lives both as students
and soldiers. The same earnest feeling that
roused him, when traitorous handsstruck at
our national life, to lay aside the student’s
seclusion for Lhe bat.le field, prompted him
in all his efforts in college and urged him on
to a conscientious discharge of all his
duties.

Later, when the relations of teacher and
student had been removed, and we had,
both entered the same company, and been
appointed to the same tent, we were
tlhirown into habits of greater familiarity. I
Jearned to appreciate him even more than
before, and to realize how it was that he
was ever the universal favorite into what-
ever society he was thrown.

Always obliging and self-sacrificing ; eager
to promote a comrade’s comfort, oftentimes
to the detriment of his own; thoroughly
energe(ic when he believed he was working
on the s de of the right; brave to the very
verge of rashness, a true-hearted christian
soldier has gone from us,

to touch him. Another letter from Adju-
tant Theodore F, Baile, sums up in a word
the estimate in which he was held and how
he performed every duty. He says:
“Corporal Hopson was cne of the men
who gave to the 19th Connecticut its char-
acter. I do not think since the regiment
was organized until the day of his death he
ever attempted to shirk a single duty, or
that he did a thing unbecoming a Christian
gentleman or a Christian soldier.” An eu-

Jogy of which any man, however high his

1ank, might well be proud.

In presenting this sketch of my young
friend I would not raise him above many
others of his comrades in arms scattered
through our noble army. Yet I claim for
him all the peculiar characteristics of the
purest patriotism, lofty aims, and above all,
a high-minded Christian gentleness of
which few are possessed even in this en-
lightened age; and think him worthy of
this public record I have made, and of the
notice of this honored Society who would
lay up in the archives of history the noble
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You who live amid home scenes can
hardly realize the temptatioos that beset
the soldier’s path. You know not the
coura ge that is required to take forth one’s
Testaiﬁ'ent in a tent, and to read a chapter,
or to kne ‘¢l at the close of day in the pres-
ence of t..'e scoffer and to offer a silent
prayer amon, % the careless or the indiffer-
ent; yet Edw ard, by his unobtrusive re-
ligious habits I &m confident, turned many
a soul of that ('ompany to God, and his

young life has not been in vain.,

I have been ende; \Woring, for nearly eight
months, to obtain fo. ™ him a commission in
our present regiment, «mrd have but just
succeeded. Major General _Butler had been
pleased to appoint him a 2¢' Lieutenant,
and his commission, which I en, “lose to you,
reached me last evening, dated th. @ 10th ult.
His appointment, by reason of the® delays
incident to army life, probably did no, " Feach
him at all. }

* 1 can hardly resign myself to say “He @0-
" oth all thinee wall? T hawa wanlkad onla NZ
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deedt; and achievements of tﬁe'yoﬁ_rigéét as
well as the eldest of the sons of our loyal
Commonwealth.

His body rests where it fell;and no affec- |
tionate hands of friends will probably ever

be able to distinguish from others, and to
heap the memorial pile above it. And tha
country at last redeemed, renewed, purified
by suffering, and pacified in a long tran-
quility of righteousness shall be to him and
to others, gallant and cherished, who with
him have fallen on bloody fields, and who
to-day fill unrecognized graves, the grand-
est monument. His dust may rest where

he fell; but, “Faithful and true,” we may |

say of him whenever we reecall. “Faithful

and true,” i8 his eulogy forever, on the rec-

ords of earth and heaven.

Deeply and tenderly will his cheerful face
be missed from the family circle, and from
the friends who were wont to meet him,
but the “vacant chair will tell of a noble

manhood, and true Christian life.
T e T TRy
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* 1 can hardly resign myself to say “He d0-
eth all things well.” I have workedsolo D&
to have Edward with me, and have looke d
forward each day and thought that its close |
brought so much nearer the time when I
could grasp him by the hand and welcome
him as a brother officer among us, that I
do not seem to possess the strength and
grace requisite to bow in submission to the
divine will, !

Man proposeth, but God disposeth; and % |
in that great hereafter, we shall all know
even as we are known. May He give you
strength in this the time of your great afflic-
tion, and temper that sorrow even as yowr
hearts can bear,and bring us all at lest to

Jjoin the loved ones in the land of rest. ‘
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