QUAKE SPELLED
RUIN [N SAN- JOSE

GILES B. LUMBARD WRITES OF
GREAT TRAGEDY.

:

Havoc and Death Wrought at Gol-u
den Gate—As Former lowa
Cityan Viewed It P

.,

Mrs. T..M. Thompson and Mrs. Ed.
Boarmé? =are in receipts of a letter
written in San Jose. Cal., by their
kKinsman, Giles B. Lumbard, formerly
of Iowa City, which gives a thrilling
and inumaie accoun: of the recent
California earthquake and holocaust

Lackicg the siereoryvped stiltedness
ofi the “stwories,” written 1 sell, Mr.
Lumbard's account, his impressions
of the tragedy and its outcome, and
his own experiences and those of his
tamily are of interest to lowa City
people, because of their likeness 10
an unadorned, heart-to-heart ralk
with ap old friend.

Mr. Lumbard. among other things,
has the foilowing 10 say.




A Personal View,

[ will try 1o tell you a little of my
own experiences during the past
weeks, and trv 10 describe some of
the scenes and experiences that have
come under my own observation.

Arfter the first heavy shock was ov-
er, we dressed and went down town.
A fire had started in one of the best
buildings in town, at the corner of
2nd and San Fernando streets. It
burned about a quarter of the block
bounded by 1st, 2nd, Santa Clara and
San Fernando streeis. By now it
was under con:rol and nearly out.
| Anorher fire destroyed a small hotel
in Santa Clara street. In this build-
ing six or seven people were burned
to death. As soon as we reached the
| business part of the city, we began to
see the effect of the shake. A few of
the brick buildings went down into a
pile of brick. Jllany others were part-
Iv destroved. At the Ideal Tea Co.’s
siore, the whole interior of the store
fell. Hobson's store fell flat, as did
also the Elks hall




New Illls Discovered.

Now that the excitement is a little
over they find mapy buildings injur-
ed tha! at first seemed all right. The
|large box factory next to our fruit
packing house between us and the de-
pot. was completely destroyed and is
nothing but a pile of kindling. Our
building was not hurt at all, except a
few lights of glass broken. You know
the next day after the earthquake as
soon as there was a r(rain leaving
here, which they thought would go
through to the ecity, Glenn and I
staried for there, to see if we could
find Fioyd (a son of Mr. Lumbard).
We got within six or seven miles of
there then had w walk. For the
last few miles, from the train, we saw
the people fleeing from the city. The
roads were thick with teams and au-
tomobiles, and people on foor, all
gerting away from the burning city.
1 We left the twrain between Ocean
| View and Valencia street station.
| This. you know, was the second day
Jof the fire. and what is called the
Mission valley was burning. We had
to go away round. skirting the foot
of the high hilis. and we could look
over the city and see a thousand
acres of burning buildings {rom
where we were rassinz. And we saw
scenes that would make your heart
Iache.

— et = et s sm e



Some Sad Sights.

1 saw 2 woman with litie enildren,
cach carryvinzg a bunidle. scring eve
ery YNizle while 0 loos Lacx. thea
turn and wearily ramn ou. 0Ol we-
men were WwWheeling barrows laden
with bed Ing and cooking u°rsiis.
Baby¥ huggics were joadel with i onse.
.o, goods, Agromoliies were Iille!
niza with :rmmae 4t hWuaniics: “hea
2 lcze Chizaszan wiih kis sl ¥ -
.82 T.00 2Lt ;00T. & et Pracs
SioL—2.. rVing e g¢” 0 o2 <en
co:nr~y. Az1 there were “Lo'.-3n . #
2nA rEausar "s of e, for 301 o™
there were “rom 2 nis g M
hbi:med ont oI “heir homes. We pas=-
sed rouna :his fire and reached the
hilis and upper par: of 1he city ahove
Van Ness avenue. Another big fire,
ithe one tha: kad burned all the busi-
ness part of the city. was now up
among the residences of th e million-
Haires on upper California and Sacra-
mento sireeis, and here we could see
the great mansions, many of them
costing over a million dollars each,
great oceans of flames, and miles of

it too0.
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A Fearful Sight.

[ guess it was as fearful a sight
as the world had ever wirnessed.
\Most of Thursday night, we were in
th e streets, moving hack as the fire
came nearer. Every few minutes we
would hear the dynamite exploslions
as they were blowing down block af-
ter block of dwellings, trying 10
check the spread of the fire. The
streets were full of refugees, who had
lost their homes and were being slow-
|1y driven back.
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Unfortunate Women.

I saw thousands of womem and
girls, who had been burned out the
day before, way down in the rooming
houses, in !.he business part of the
city. They had been slowly making
their way back from the fire. Near-
I¥ every one wus dragging her trunk
tied by a rope in- the handle, and
some of those 100r girls had dragged
their trunks-for over a mile up the
sidewalks .0f those steep hills. They
could go onls a few steps, until they
would have 10 stop and rest

Let me tell you a wenderful fact,
In all that \ast fMeeing throng, 1 did
not see u‘-\umau weep. Thelir taces
looked drawe and dazed, but all
seemed willing 1o help one another.
At one place, we helpea an old wom-
an drag her trunk across the sireet
and start it down a hill, and as Ad-
die had filled our pockers with sand-
wiches before | started from home, I
offered two and she 100k them
thankfully saving she had not eaten a
thing since the night before and this
was near midoigh: again—and she
was only one.

|




Martial Law Rules.

The city wias under military rule
and the soldiers confiscated nearly
all the conveyances for hospital and
relief work. In front of one mansion
we passed, wus standing 2 splendid
antomobile. The people had closed
vp their home and wirh what they
could carry, were out on the walk
only waiting for the fire 0o get a
little nearer before leaving thelr pal-
atial home 10 go up in fMames (which
it did a little larter). Just as we
passed three soldiers -rode up, and
one said; “The United States Mili-
tary wants that machine.” The own-
er demurred: The soldfer paid no at-
tention, dismounted, took the name
and number of the machine, (fillea
out a blank and said:. “Here is a
receipt for your machine; the govern-
ment will pay for it,”” ordered the
ladies, some of whom were already in
it, 10 ger out, put a soldier in and oif
they went. and it was the same thing
all through the city.
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Exorbitant Prices.

A friend of mine paid $230 1o an
expressman to haul a load of house-
hold goods a mile or less. About one
o'clock Friday morning we went to
the home of a friend. some wayvs be- |
yond the fire and lay down and rest-
ed. Then we had a bite to eat.

Outdoors All Night.
We spent all of Fridav among the |
people on the streets- and in the
parks and eame home Friday night
We saw a boyr friend of Floyd's who
had seen and talked with him about
8 o'clock in the morning after the
earthquake, so we knew that he was
safe. As near as can be learned now
10,000 acres were burned over. about
15 square miles and this took all of
the business and the best of the resi-
dence portion of the city.
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San Jose Acts Nobly.

I wish you could see the way our
city of San Jose has taken hold of
the burden so suddenly laid upon her.
Evervone seemed 1o forget our own
loss. which is not small (about $3,000,-
Oah) and every one turned out to
help the homeless ones from San
Francisco.

Every lodge. society. church and
club formed iis relief corps, and
onened headquarters near the depot.
We gave ofir packinz house for an
cmergeney hospital as it was so
handy to the depot. By Friday right
we had a fully eqmipped hospitel
with a* lewst 150 beds. plenty of
rrained nurses apd lol¢ of help. and
two biz cusxinz ranges e up in »
vard next door, and by Sawurday
nieis we were having 150 or more
peepte here all of the Jimr, =

Mos:t nf them were Sust tired onut
ont eahatisted. having <enp ont of
(oo:8 T™WO or tnree niznts,

Deeds of Samaritans.

We zcase them o, co"ninz arnd a
[Ace 10 SlegD, aned COCL FOL L
§ Svoe crepsmor-gtion o chelr {vlenis
Wherever 11y mizhs 2in” "o 2o




any Sad Scenes.

W¢ sc¢ ranty w2l soenez “heve 2
“hg - poes®iT Ve avs Jusancs,

Dintirg jor wives: rotners for chil-
dreén: ant ehiidren for yarents, sep-
rhced fror each o ther in the cirr.
Hunrireds are in this condition. We
kad one :tiful case here. a mother
and her baby. Her hazband deserted
her. A baby was horn in the park
n “he ciiv afier she was driven irom
her home by the fire. I was only
iwo dars old when they brought her
here. She was very sick bu:i is get-
tinz bhetier now.
San Jose Does lier Duty.

This patient has a private room in
one of our office rooms, anidl has two
trained nurses who do nothing but
attend to her case, one for day and
one for night. She lost everything
she had except the clothes which she
wore, She even lost her wrap on her
way here and this is only one case
ont of thousands., We have had over
20,000 refugees from San Francisco
come to San Jose, and we helped ev-
ery one of them,

* MNramatie ecluh enrroce. “Denfoc.
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